
Day 1 – Arrived at Uyo to a 

very formal welcome ceremony 

by the Vice Chancellor of the 

University of Uyo.

13 – Signed a deal with Africa’s biggest TV network to broadcast “The Fake Prophet”. The movie will be shown 30 times over the next two years and will reach the minds of millions of people. A great ending to a very successful trip!

2-3 – Visited 12 government 

primary schools to witness the 

great impact of the Read and 

Write Now! project. The majority 

of the schools are using Jolly 

Phonics well and the children are 

really learning. Many teachers 

are using the puppets knitted 

by our amazing supporters to 

help them teach.

4 – Met the Akwa Ibom State Government Commissioner for Education to discuss the next steps. Commissioner is quoted as saying that the project had “revolutionised teachingin the state.”

5 & 6 – Visited Stepping Stones Model School – the children were very happy to see us.  Great to see the fi rst stages of the secondary school being built. Very exciting!

7 – Visited the new children’s 

centre being built in Oron by 

SSNCEF. After three years 

planning and many challenges 

the centre is fi nally starting to 

take shape and will open in the 

coming months. Hooray!

8 –  Visited former CRARN 

children at the Government 

Divine Centre. It was wonderful 

to see that the children are 

doing so well. 

9 – Met the Commissioner for 

Education in Cross River State 

who committed to funding 

£350,000 to implement Read and 

Write Now! project later in 2012. 

10 – Visited Basic Rights Counsel 
Initiative and witnessed some of 
the challenging work that they 
are doing to support victims of 
child abuse. A truly inspiring 
group of young people indeed.

11 & 12 – Very positive 

meetings with DFID and the 

Nigerian Education Research 

Development Council to discuss 

the integration of phonics into 

the Nigerian Curriculum.

About Stepping Stones NigeriaAbout Stepping Stones Nigeria
Stepping Stones Nigeria (SSN) is a UK-based 

charity with a passion for defending and 
upholding the rights of children in the Niger 

Delta region. Our work with Nigerian partner 
organisations saves and transforms the lives of 

vulnerable and stigmatised children, provides 
outstanding levels of education and signifi cantly 

raises literacy levels of less privileged children. 
Through advocacy and campaigning we promote 

a greater understanding of child rights and aim 
to prevent the abuse of children today.
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Breaking News….UK Staff Tour Nigeria!Breaking News….UK Staff Tour Nigeria!
Our Director, Gary and Literacy Offi cer, Louise have just returned 

from a very productive trip to Nigeria. Here are a few snippets 

from their diary...

Stepping Stones Nigeria
Conquers Kilimanjaro!



Hi there, 
My name is Madeleine Bridgett and the local people of Nigeria call me Oyibo! This means 

‘white person’. I am currently living and working in Calabar, Cross River State as the 

legal intern for the Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales and SSN. I am a 

London trained barrister and before studying law I was a social worker. I never imagined 

I would find myself in the Niger Delta but I can safely say I am more than happy to be 

here. 
But that’s enough about me, I have much more important things to talk about, namely the 

Niger Delta Child Rights Watch (NDCRW) project, which I am currently working on. 

This project, which is funded thanks to the support of kind people like you, is being 

implemented by three organisations in the Niger Delta –– Stepping Stones Nigeria Child 

Empowerment Foundation, Basic Rights Counsel Initiative (BRC), and the Centre for 

Environment, Human Rights and Development. The project aims to raise awareness of 

child rights and its main focus is to prosecute anyone who commits the grave offence of 

harming children. The Criminal Code Act of Nigeria (Section 210) states that accusing a 

child of being a witch is illegal and a successful prosecution for this act will be a landmark 

achievement and will send a strong signal that this act will no longer be tolerated.

The project has had numerous successes to date. We currently have over 50 cases 

of child abuse actively being investigated. The types of cases we have include rape, 

murder, grievous bodily harm, assaults, child labour, accusations of witchcraft and neglect. 

In February 2012, BRC made history by lodging the first family court application to the 

Magistrate’s Court in Calabar and again in March 2012 when they lodged the first family 

court application to the High Court in Calabar. We continue to work closely with the police 

and judiciary to increase their awareness of child rights and also regularly visit local 

schools to identify cases of child abuse. Finally, BRC has provided counselling, medical, 

legal and financial support to over 50 children and their families: we expect this to double 

by the end of the project. 

The NDCRW project is truly a beacon of hope for children in the Niger Delta:  it is 

improving their access to justice and services, whist ensuring the Government takes 

responsibility for safeguarding children living in the Delta.

Thanks again for your support,

Madeleine

On the Hunt for Nigeria’s FirstOn the Hunt for Nigeria’s First
Witchcraft Abuse ConvictionWitchcraft Abuse Conviction
By Madeleine Bridgett 

and the Basic Rights Counsel Initiative Team

Abused Child Receiving Counselling

Basic Rights Counsel 
Initiative team



The Story of Bebor International Model SchoolThe Story of Bebor International Model School
and Stepping Stones Nigeriaand Stepping Stones Nigeria
  
“The air stinks, the water stinks, and even the fi sh and crabs caught in Bodo creek 

smell of pure “sweet bonny” light crude oil.   The Guardian, Aug 3rd, 2011.

Today the community in Bodo, where the school 

is situated are still suffering the terrible impacts 

of the massive oil spills that have devastated 

the land and waters. This has led to a recent 

groundbreaking legal case against Shell in 

London. In response to the hardship faced by 

the local community, SSN has increased the 

amount of scholarship places that we support at 

the school from 40 to 60 this year, thus helping 

provide more children with hope for a brighter 

future. SSN has also recently funded the 

refurbishment of the school so that the children 

have a better learning environment. Combined 

with the boreholes we provided to the 

community, school computer centre and training 

programmes for the teachers, SSN is proud to 

have played a small part in improving the lives of 

the children and their parents in Bodo. 

The initial inspiration for our director, Gary Foxcroft, to visit the Niger Delta was provided by the 

actions of one man – Ken Saro-Wiwa - and his people’s struggle against the extreme environmental 

damage caused by years of oil exploitation in the Ogoni region of Nigeria. Saro-Wiwa led a non-

violent struggle against the devastation of Ogoniland’s water, air and soil and was an outspoken 

critic of the Nigerian Government.

On 10th November 1995, after a widely criticised 

trial, Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other activists 

were hanged by the military government. The 

deaths of these innocent men caused widespread 

international outrage and led to more attention 

being placed on the activities of the oil 

companies operating in the region, especially 

Shell. 

Reverend Moses Lezor, founder and director of 

the Bebor International Model School was Saro-

Wiwa’s friend and bookseller. Moses is one of 

the most likeable, dynamic, inspirational people 

that you are ever likely to meet. 

After visiting Ogoni in 2006 SSN founder’s Gary 

and Naomi became good friends with a number 

of Saro-Wiwa’s friends. Indeed their young 

daughters, Amelia and Ruby were bestowed with 

the honour of Ogoni middles names from the 

community. Amelia’s is Dornubari, meaning “Gift 

from God” and Ruby’s is Kilsi, meaning “progress”.

Finally, a quote from Rev Moses: 

“We appreciate the contribution of SSN to Bebor’s transformation 

and wish to send our sincere thanks and love to all of the generous 

supporters who have helped make this happen”. 
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24 St Leonard’s House, St Leonard’s Gate,

Lancaster, LA1 1NN, UK.
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Stepping Stones Nigeria is a
registered charity in England 
and Wales – No. 1112476

HUGE thanks also go out to Mike Freear, 

Slamboree and all the artists and performers who 

have raised the incredible amount of £1820 for us 

to date from the Beaverfest events in Leeds. The 

team have combined live bands, circus acts and DJs 

to provide a catalyst for outstanding UK talent. We 

are massively grateful for all of your support.

The next event is on 28th April 2012

www.facebook.com/BeaverfestLeeds

Inspired by the work of Stepping Stones Nigeria, 10 individuals swapped their creature comforts in 

December 2011 for a week of physical endurance in a bid to reach the summit of Africa’s highest 

mountain. The trek was an exhilarating, but exhausting experience. Setting off on day one, Stepping 

Stones Nigeria’s trekkers weaved their way through deep forest. The team later braved rain and fog as 

they trekked through moorland and scrambled up the Barranco Wall before beginning the slow ascent 

to Uhuru Peak (19,341ft). Despite the effects of the extreme altitude half of the group battled their way 

to the summit. To date, the climb has raised over £14,000, which is an incredible achievement.  Stepping 

Stones Nigeria, our partners and all the children we support would like to extend our sincere thanks to 

our fabulous trekkers and everyone who sponsored the team. Money raised from the trek will make a 

real difference to the many vital projects that we are undertaking this year. 

Chris Baldwin described the trek as “an experience of a lifetime...stars wheeling above the luminescent 

summit, with tears, smiles and helping hands all the way....knowing that we’d raised thousands of pounds for 

Stepping Stones Nigeria. That’s what it was all about.”

If you are interested in signing up for one of the most challenging and rewarding experience of 
your life please get in touch now. Stepping Stones Nigeria supporters can trek the Sahara desert, 
cycle their way from London-Paris and much more. For more details see our website or email: 
fundraising@steppingstonesnigeria.org

Stepping Stones NigeriaStepping Stones Nigeria
Conquers Kilimanjaro!Conquers Kilimanjaro!

T:  0845 313 8391

E:  info@steppingstonesnigeria.org

www.steppingstonesnigeria.org

       www.makeapact.org
facebook.com/steppingstonesnigeria

ssnuk                
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