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ABOUT US...
Stepping Stones Nigeria (SSN) is a UK-based charity with a passion 
for defending and upholding the rights of children in the Niger Delta 
region. Our work with Nigerian partner organisations saves and 
transforms the lives of vulnerable and stigmatised children; provides 
outstanding levels of education and significantly raises literacy levels 
of less privileged children. Through advocacy and campaigning we 
promote a greater understanding of child rights and aim to prevent 
the abuse of children today.
Our vision is that all children in the Niger Delta have access to their 
rights and are able to realise their full potential. Through establishing 
an effective model to uphold child rights in a challenging environment 
we hope to inspire others in similar circumstances.

OUR PARTNERS • Bebor International Model Schools • Centre for 
Environment, Human Rights and Development (CEHRD) • Stepping 
Stones Model School (SSMS) • Stepping Stones Nigeria Child 
Empowerment Foundation (SSNCEF) • University of Uyo – Read and 
Write Now! Team.

TRAINED TEACHERS MAKE 
PROGRESS
Now that 1350 teachers have been 
trained, the Read and Write Now! 
monitoring team has been busy 
visiting 300 schools to support 
teachers and to measure the success 
of the project. The team has found 
that 96.6% of the teachers are 
implementing synthetic phonics in 
their classroom. Interviews with 
teachers have generated very 
positive feedback. 
“I am happy because this method helps 
the children to put more effort into 
reading and they are interested during 
the lesson”.  
TEACHER FROM A SCHOOL IN IKOT EKPENE

PRAISE FROM NIGERIAN 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT  
As part of routine inspections, 
Federal government school 
inspectors visited a school in Akwa 
Ibom State to observe a Primary 1 
literacy lesson.  The inspectors were 
surprised to see that the children 
were reading all the words on the 
board with ease and confidence.  
When they asked the teacher the 
reason for this fluent ability she 
explained that it was the training 
provided by SSN that has made the 
difference. The inspectors were so 
impressed that they handed out cash 
prizes to the pupils! 

SSN’s innovative Read and Write Now! literacy initiative 
continues apace. The project is training all Primary 1 and 
2 teachers in Akwa Ibom State in the internationally 
recognised synthetic phonics method, in order to 
improve the reading and writing abilities of thousands 
of children. The vital need for this project was underlined 
by the Nigerian Federal government who recently 
declared a state of emergency in the education sector 
following mass failure in literacy and numeracy exams. 
Here are a few updates on the project so far:

RANGE OF MATERIALS 
DESIGNED & ADAPTED FOR 
USE IN NIGERIAN CLASSROOMS
In response to feedback from some 
of the new teachers who are now 
using synthetic phonics, SSN has 
been working hard to develop a 
range of culturally relevant materials 
that further support teachers and 
pupils. We are particularly proud 
of our new training video which 
contains clips of Nigerian 
teachers using synthetic 
phonics with extensive 
guidance on how 
to blend letters 
together to form 
words.

Please see the back page to find out how you can use your knitting skills to get involved 
in this project!



HUGE STEP FORWARD BY 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
We are extremely pleased to 
report that the Prevent Abuse of 
Children Today (PACT) campaign 
has achieved one of its key aims. 
In June the Nigerian Federal 
government publically condemned 
witchcraft accusations against 
children and pledged to take action 
to stamp out this horrific practice. 
The announcement came at a 
three-day technical meeting on the 
issue convened by the Ministry of 
Women’s Affairs and Social Welfare, 
and at which representatives from 
SSNCEF and the Basic Rights 
Counsel Initiative made expert 
presentations. We consider this 
to be a hugely important step in 
the right direction by the Federal 
government!  

PACT COALITION
SSN passionately believes 
that promoting and 
commending the important work 
carried out by small Nigerian 
grassroots organisations working on 
child rights issues is vital to realising 
long-term change for children in 
the Niger Delta. We are therefore 
delighted that our PACT Coalition, 
which supports such groups to carry 
out their essential work, is expanding 
rapidly and now includes 28 members. 
October will see the first Coalition 
event, where members will receive 
free training on child rights litigation, 
child protection, fundraising and good 
governance. We are also launching a 
Small Grants Scheme for the Coalition 
and in 2012 we will be celebrating 
an individual or organisation that 
has done exceptional work for the 
furtherance of child rights in the 
region via our new Child Rights 
Advocate of the Year Award. These 
initiatives will help to raise the capacity 
of Nigerian child rights NGOs and to 
promote awareness of their work at 
the international level. 

PACT LAUNCH EVENT
It was wonderful to see so many 
people at our official PACT launch 
event, which was held in London 
on 18th May. In addition to giving 
attendees an overview of PACT and 
what we are doing at SSN to achieve 
the campaign’s aims, we also heard 
inspirational presentations from 
NGOs and the Nigerian diaspora: Mr 
Bimbo Folayan (CANUK), Dr Daniel 
Akhazemea (RCCG), Ms Debbie 
Beadle (ECPAT UK) and Mrs Susie 
Howe (Bethany Children’s Trust). We 
also enjoyed some fantastic poetry 
from Mr Obi Iwumene who implored 
us to transform love into action. We 
were overwhelmed by the positive 
response of all who attended the 
event and the enthusiasm which they 
gave to ensuring the PACT Campaign 
is taken forward into new and exciting 
ways over the coming months.

 

Computers recently donated to the Bebor Model Schools.

Students at the Stepping Stones 
Model School enjoyed a very exciting 
end to the school year at their annual 
school sports day.  Events included: 
egg and spoon race, high jump, 100m 
sprint race and ‘fill the bucket’. A huge 
well done to the Green House who 
were the overall winners!

In addition, we are delighted to 
report that one Primary 5 student 
who receives a scholarship from 
SSN is looking forward to starting 
secondary school this year after 
passing the Federal government 
secondary schools entrance exam.  
This exam is usually taken at the 
end of Primary 6 so it is a huge 
achievement.The Blue House at the SSMS sports day 

opening ceremony.



BAR HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMITTEE INTERN
An intern from the Bar Human 
Rights Committee of England and 
Wales (BHRC) has recently arrived 
in the Niger Delta and is helping to 
raise the capacity of several of SSN’s 
partners to document cases of child 
rights abuse and gain successful 
prosecutions of offenders. This is a 
vital part of our work in the Delta 
and we are hugely grateful to the 
BHRC for supporting us in this.

ONE CHILD’S STORY:
As part of this project, the Niger 
Delta Child Rights Watch team 
found a 16-year-old boy living on 
the streets. He had been accused of 
being a witch when he was around 
ten years old and forced to leave 
home after his uncle made death 
threats against him. He lived on the 
streets for some years before being 
trafficked to another part of Nigeria 
and forced to work for a man who 
beat him and tied him up. The boy 
is now receiving outreach support 
from SSNCEF and the case has 
been reported to the Nigerian anti-
trafficking agency NAPTIP and the 
State government. The trafficker has 
been arrested.

The Niger Delta Child Rights Watch 
project, which documents and 
monitors cases of child rights abuse 
across the Niger Delta, has now 
expanded to involve three Nigerian 
NGOs. Phase 2 of the project begins 
in October and will also include 
significant resources to provide 
medical care, food, education and 
other forms of support to children 
who have suffered abuses of their 
rights.

SSN’s grant also enabled children 
at SYDRI to have a day out at the 
fair. The children had lots of fun and 
were able to interact with other 
children in the area.

The Hope Alive Foundation for 
Literacy and Development is a 
small charity that provides synthetic 
phonics literacy education to 35 
children in Rivers State. Thanks to 
our support, they have been able to 
provide after-school tuition to older 
children who have been struggling to 
read and write at school. The grant 
has also helped children of all ages 
who are unable to access formal 
education to acquire basic literacy 
skills, and allowed the Hope Alive 
team to provide synthetic phonics 
training sessions to 340 teachers 
throughout the state.

This year SSN has awarded two small grants to organisations working 
tirelessly throughout the Niger Delta to ensure children have access to 
their basic rights. These grants have been invaluable in assisting these 
organisations to undertake their vital work as charitable funds are 
extremely limited and difficult to access in Nigeria.

The Society for Youth Development and Rehabilitation Initiative (SYDRI) is 
a small facility that provides residential care to 10 boys aged 9 to 15 years. 
With SSN’s grant, SYDRI has purchased 5 double bunk beds, bedroom 
storage cupboards and new kitchen equipment.  Funds were also used to 
buy materials to support SYDRI’s skills acquisition project.  The boys have 
converted these into various beaded items, such as bags and mobile phone 
holders.  These items are available for 
sale via SSN and the profit generated 
will be reinvested into the project.  

“ I thank you people for responding to us at short notice and for talking us out of listening to negative words concerning our children and for not allowing us to abandon our lovely daughter. We are very grateful that you were the ones we reported the case concerning our daughter too.”
ONE PARENT WHO RECEIVED SUPPORT FROM SSNCEF.

“I am happy because SSNCEF now provides for me. They give me clothes, body cream, bathing soap, toothpaste, and toothbrush and they take me to the hospital when I am sick. I am always happy whenever I share things with my friends, this, I was taught in SSNCEF. I can also report any of my friends who misbehave to any staff of the organisation instead of fighting, they also taught me this, so I am very happy they found me”. 
ONE STREET CHILD WHO IS SUPPORTED BY SSNCEF.
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Our fundraisers have been as busy as ever having fun whilst raising 
funds for SSN. Many have taken part in marathons and 10K runs, whilst 
others have organised events such as a barn dance and a car-less boot 
sale. Here are a couple of inspirational stories:

Throughout June and July, Chike Nnadi 
organised a series of fundraising activities 

which raised an amazing £1196. Chike took 
part in the London to Brighton bike ride, and 
dressed as Captain Underpants at the Flyday 

event he organised at the school where he 
teaches. To really get his adrenaline going, 
Chike completed his fundraising efforts by 

jumping out of a plane! 

LOVE KNITTING? 
Fancy using your hobby to bring about a change in the 

lives of children in the Niger Delta? Our Advocacy 
and Campaigns Intern, Carly, has produced three 

wonderful knitting patterns of animal 
puppets for the Read and Write 
Now! project.  These animal patterns 

are bright and colourful and are a 
great resource for teachers. For more 
information and to download the knitting 

patterns visit www.makeapact.org, click on ‘how to 
help’ and visit the ‘knit puppets’ page.  Alternatively, 
email campaigns@steppingstonesnigeria.org and we 
can send the patterns out to you. Thank you!

Meanwhile, Renata and Debbie have been busy organising book sales at their 
local church, the first of which raised £117! SSN leaflets were inserted into 
every book sold and the church also donated money from the tea and coffee 
sales. After the event Renata told us: “Debbie and I had such a good time. It 
was so refreshing getting involved in the community, talking to people, and just 
promoting SSN. The church suggested making this a regular thing and perhaps 
next time sell something else, so this book sale was just the start, we hope!”

COMING UP - WITCH HUNTS: THEN AND NOW
Next year marks the 400th anniversary of the 
Lancashire witch trials. To mark this, SSN is currently 
working with Global Link, a development education 
centre based in Lancaster, to develop an exciting 
project for local schools and the wider community. 
The project will take participants on a journey from 
17th Century Lancashire witch trials to modern-day 
witchcraft accusations and will explore the themes of 
persecution and scapegoating in contemporary society.

NEW TRUSTEES
SSN is delighted to welcome Sarah Boardman, 
Charlotte Baker, Anthony Finnerty, Michelle Butler 
and James Trevett as new trustees. Each of these 
individuals has a wealth of experience and knowledge 
in areas including law, fundraising, accountancy and 
education that will be invaluable to the ongoing 
development of SSN.

SPECIAL THANKS
SSN is committed to keeping our overheads low. This is 
made possible thanks to companies who provide their 
services at a reduced cost and our fabulous volunteers 
and interns who generously donate their time and 
skills in our busy Lancaster office. Special thanks go to: 
Justine Atkinson, Lisa Atkinson, Fiona Basden, Carly 
Hobson, Michael McLaughlin and the Lancaster Royal 
Grammar School.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Ayodele Olofintuade -author of Eno’s Story has been 
shortlisted for the 2011 Nigerian Prize for Literature. 
Good Luck! Don’t forget you can buy your copy of the 
book via Amazon.


