
 

 

 
 
 
 

Safe Child Africa  
Submission for General Comment on children in street situations 

Safe Child Africa is a child rights NGO which delivers direct support to children in crisis and reduces 

and prevents child rights abuse through engagement with communities and government. For more 

information see www.safechildafrica.org  

Safe Child Africa welcomes the development of this General Comment and in particular the 

consultations undertaken both with civil society organisations and children in street situations to 

inform its content.  

This submission is based on our experience of working in this sector since 2005, feedback from local 

civil society organisations working with children in street situations and specific consultations with 

children in street situations or at risk of being so.  

The right to special protection and assistance for children deprived of a family environment 

(article 20) 

Observations: 

1. There is significant stigmatisation of and discrimination against children in street situations. 
They are frequently targets of violence. It is extremely rare for any action, such as 
prosecutions, to be taken as a result. They are socially excluded; children are not permitted 
to attend school without a home address; are denied medical treatment; and are excluded 
from attending religious services. 

2. Children in street situations often lack formal registration/identification documents, 
resulting in additional challenges in accessing services.  

3. Children in street situations are often rounded up by the authorities and either forced into 

poorly-run large institutions, or taken to a neighbouring state and left there. State officials 

are open about using these techniques to ‘solve the problem’ of street children and appear 

to believe that they represent good practice and are in the children’s best interests.  

4. Significant numbers of children are on the streets as the alternative is remaining in an 

abusive environment. Our research shows 80% of children accused of witchcraft end up on 

the street either due to abandonment or leaving home to escape further abuse1. Due to the 

lack of appropriate alternative care facilities, children perceive the street as their only 

option. 
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5. Collective and individual discrimination against street children leading to widespread social 

exclusion further exacerbates their unwillingness to engage with potential support 

mechanisms (where these exist) other than street connections. Such exclusion affects not 

only physical but also psychological wellbeing. Social exclusion leads to children becoming 

involved with ‘cult’ gangs and criminal practices as this offers a form of social acceptance 

and perceived security which is otherwise denied.  

6. Children in street situations display significant mistrust of government agencies including 

police, judiciary, and social services due to such agencies’ negative, often violent, treatment 

of them, very poor levels of service provision and perceptions of government as corrupt. 

Consequently, children have considerable reluctance to engage with such agencies. They 

have higher levels of trust in civil society organisations.  

7. Education is valued extremely highly by children as a means of reducing dependency on 

street connections. This is consistently reflected in consultations with children in street 

situations.  

8. Children identify drugs as major danger on the street. 

Recommendations: 

1. States must provide good quality alternative care facilities for children in street situations. 

Large scale institutional care is inappropriate. Small group homes and/or fostering in a family 

environment should be prioritised. Facilities should be either provided directly by the State 

or subcontracted to civil society. Facilities must to be supported by effective, child-friendly 

assessment and referral processes for children seeking assistance and should conform to 

international child protection standards, including regular monitoring and training of staff.  

2. Alternative care facilities must provide for both basic needs and emotional wellbeing – 

children value happiness, love and security as highly as food, shelter and clothing. The 

provision of leisure/play facilities is essential. Crucially, alternative care facilities must be 

attractive to the child and viewed by the child as a better alternative to the streets.  

3. States must facilitate access to education for children in street situations and should 

prioritise ending their exclusion from mainstream education. States should also provide 

alternative means of accessing education including educational facilities in street child 

shelters and education on the street. 

4. States should provide on-street education to children concerning use of drugs and should 

ensure free drug rehabilitation services are available and accessible to children.  

5. States should conduct community education initiatives which promote children in street 

situations as having rights and being ‘valuable’, in order to overcome the discrimination and 

stigmatisation which results in children being unable to leave street situations.  

6. States must ensure children in street situations have access to free healthcare, including 

access to contraception. States should provide sexual health education to children as a 

whole, in order to prevent children ending up/remaining in street situations as a result of 

underage pregnancy, HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases.  

7. States must educate parents and wider communities on children’s right to freedom from 

violence, abuse and neglect, with a particular focus on non-abusive forms of discipline.  

8. States must develop processes to ensure children without formal registration/identification 

documents are able to access services.  

 



 

The right to an adequate standard of living (article 27) 

Observations: 

1. Poverty is a significant driving factor resulting in children ending on the street or being at risk 

of doing so. Many children leave home as a result of neglect stemming from poverty.  

2. Children from rural areas are sent to work as domestic servants for richer relatives in cities 

as this is perceived as presenting them with improved opportunities; however such children 

often end up on the streets due to abuse.  

3. Economic barriers to accessing education result in children ending up on the streets. Some 

children work on the street rather than attend school due to their family’s economic 

circumstances. Other children are not required to work but are unable to attend school due 

to the cost of books, uniforms and informal levies. There are cases of children working on 

the street in order to fund their own education.  

Recommendations: 

1. States must provide parents living in poverty with adequate financial resources to provide 

for children’s basic needs and healthcare.  

2. States should implement poverty reduction strategies including business development 

grants and skills training as a preventative measure to address inadequacies in the standard 

of living which result in children being in street situations. 

3. States must end all fees, including informal levies, for primary and secondary education and 

must ensure further financial support is available for educational items such as books and 

uniforms where a child’s parent is unable to provide these.  

4. States must educate parents on what constitutes an adequate standard of living and how to 

provide this to their children.  

5. States should consult with children in street situations and civil society organisations who 

work with such children on how best to ensure they have an adequate standard of living, as 

specific strategies for addressing this are context-specific.   

Developing rights-based, holistic, long term strategies to prevent children developing strong street 

connections and to support children in street situations 

Observations: 

1. There is a significant lack of specific policies to prevent children developing strong street 

connections and to support children in street situations. Where children in street situations 

are addressed at the policy level, they are included with other vulnerable groups, meaning 

their specific needs are not assessed and explicit intervention strategies are not developed.  

2. Current measurements of the efficacy of State interventions are not based on improving the 

wellbeing and/or rights enjoyment of children but on a simple reduction in numbers in a 

certain area for a limited amount of time.  

3. Effective preventative and supportive strategies are intrinsically connected to the enjoyment 

of other rights. There needs to be greater focus on and understanding of how wider rights 

violations result in children developing/continuing street connections. 



 

Recommendations:  

1. States must collect robust quantitative and qualitative data on children in street situations 

and their specific needs, including through participatory research with children.  

2. States must use this data, in combination with learning from effective interventions 

conducted by States and/or civil society in other contexts, to design and implement effective 

strategies to prevent street children developing strong street connections and to support 

children in street situations. 

3. States should adopt a rights-based approach to assessing whether interventions with 

children in street situations are effective.  

4. States must ensure that all children, including children in street situations, receive 

comprehensive education about their rights, what constitutes a violation and where to seek 

support.  

5. States must ensure that national and international child rights laws are effectively 

implemented, including through robust child protection systems.  
6. States must significantly increase initiatives to improve understandings of children’s rights 

and how all children, including street children, should be treated, including among key 
agencies such as the police, judiciary and social services, as well as among communities.  

7. States must significantly improve the enforcement of existing child rights laws, including 
through publicising the law, specifically training police and judiciary in how to enforce the 
law in a child-friendly manner, and properly resourcing law enforcement agencies whilst also 
acting to reduce corruption.  

 

 


