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Child witch craft accusations in Australia “abhorrent” says leading NGO 
 
In response to a story that appeared in today’s edition of the Guardian (UK) where a woman describes her abuse 
as a child for ‘being cursed by a witch and demon possessed’, subjected to exorcism and the impact on her adult 
life (https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/sep/21/i-was-subjected-to-exorcisms-as-a-child-to-
treat-my-epilepsy), Rick Jones, Director of Safe Child Africa said: 
“Linda Chariotis’s story makes grim reading and reminds us of the lasting damage and harm to children branded 
as witches. This is a global phenomenon.  Adults must defend children and guard them from physical and 
emotional injury: whether they are parents, caregivers or have pastoral responsibilities they must protect, not 
harm children.  
Safe Child Africa recognises the complexity of human belief systems and their power to help and comfort 
believers. However, we regularly see misfortune and illness explained as being caused by evil spirits or demons 
that possess innocent children. We see the physical and emotional harm and damage caused to children daily in 
our work in West Africa that leads to the widespread abuse of children. Children are not witches and it is 
unacceptable for adults to subject children to harmful rites such as exorcism which leave physical and emotional 
scars that last a lifetime. This abhorrent practise must stop. 
Safe Child Africa welcomes Linda’s story and recognises her bravery in speaking out to raise awareness of the 
ongoing struggle to protect children abused by destructive witchcraft accusations.” 
Ends 
 
Safe Child Africa is an international human rights NGO based in the UK but working in West Africa to defend and 
protect children’s rights, especially those accused of being witches. Their work includes children and family 
support, legal assistance, safe accommodation, access to education, campaigning and advocating for change. In 
2008, they featured in BAFTA award-winning documentary “Saving Africa’s Witch Children”. Since then, Safe 
Child Africa has campaigned successfully to outlaw accusations of child witch-craft, advocated for the 
introduction of family court systems and raised awareness and recognition of the harm of child witch-craft 
accusations at the UN. 
 
CASE STUDY 
 
James & David  

 Brothers  

 James age 5. David age 7  

 Accused of Witchcraft 

 Locked up. Left abandoned  
 
James and David have always been brothers and best friends – doing everything together.  David always waited 
for his younger brother after school to walk him home and later played football together.  
David remembers it was a few days after his 7th birthday that everything changed.  His mother became ill as did 
his aunt a short while later. A pastor was called to pray for the women.  The pastor saw the boys playing with 
friends outside: they’d been told to keep out of the house. The pastor told their father that the two women were 
not sick but cursed. He insisted this curse had been placed by James and David.  
 
The pastor told the boy’s father he would help by performing an exorcism and charged for this service. Wanting 
his wife and sister to get well, the father agreed.  
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The news spread through James and David’s community. Their friends were told to keep away from the boys in 
case they became possessed too. On their way to and from school adults would taunt them, including the police.  
With their father scared of the boys he no longer fed them – thinking it would weaken them.  The boys would try 
and pick fruit from neighbour’s trees. When caught, they were beaten and spat on.  
 
The day of the exorcism came and the boys were led to a basement. They were tied up before having a pepper 
and chilli mix poured into their eyes.  Crying in agony, they screamed and confessed to being witches. 
Safe Child Africa lawyers who provide legal aid to abused children were told of this case: at the time, the boys 
hadn’t been seen for a week.   
 
Lawyers and legal assistants are not the police. They’re not the ones that should be investigating but in many 
cases our team are forced into this role as the police refuse to investigate unless they ae paid. This means many 
cases of child abuse are ignored and victims never see justice. Our legal team and support workers at our child 
protection centre can often be a child’s only hope of survival – as in the case of David and James.  
 
Risking their own safety our lawyers investigated. They were met with no response at the address belonging to 
James and David’s Dad, but undeterred and fearing the worst they entered the property to be met with a rancid 
smell.  They found James and David in the basement, still chained together.  They were weak, but they were alive.  
They were taken to hospital, and a support team was formed to assist the boys, find the abusers and start legal 
proceedings.   
 
David and James were eventually placed into our foster care network with family with 3 other brothers. Their 
ordeal is not over and we continue to provide support and care to help them deal with the effects of their trauma. 
 
In 2012 Safe Child Africa founded a network of NGOs working in this highly specialised field along with Bethany 
Children’s Trust, SGM Lifewords, Urban Saints and the Churches’ Child Protection Advisory Service. Together 
they formed SCWA (Stop Child Witch Accusations) to work in partnership and engage local churches and 
theologians to tackle the ongoing abuse of children.  
 
For further information, please see the following: 
http://www.safechildafrica.org/ 
http://stop-cwa.org/ 
 
Contact information: 
Rick Jones rick@safechildafrica.org +44161 6370650 +44 7736 310963 
Lisa Atkinson lisa@safechildafrica.org   +44 7833 207354 
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