
About Stepping Stones Nigeria
We are a UK-based charity that defends and upholds the rights of children in the Niger Delta. 
We work closely with our Nigerian partners to save and transform the lives of disadvantaged 
and stigmatised children, support effective education, and advocate for a greater 
understanding of child rights. 

Hi everyone,
It is my great pleasure to say hello as Stepping 
Stones Nigeria’s new Chief Operating Officer, and 
I look forward to working with you to take our 
charity into the future. 

Never before have I felt such potential to make 
a difference as I do at Stepping Stones Nigeria. 
This charity is special – it delivers vital support 
to children in an area where few other charities 
dare to go. SSN has only been able to do this 
through the support of so many of you, and it is 
an honour to be given the opportunity to lead 
this charity into 2013. 

We all know that 
times are tough for 
everyone and that 
charities are feeling 
some of the worst 
effects. Thanks to 
your support, SSN is 
still here, still doing 
everything it can to 
help the children 
of the Niger Delta. 

But, we are feeling the pinch. We’re still seeking 
funding for some of our key projects, including 
180 scholarships for vulnerable children at 
Stepping Stones Model School and Bebor Model 
School, and our Child Rights Watch project, which 
helps abused children to access medical care and 
legal support. We’re creating a new Community 
Fundraiser network (the ‘Be a Stepping Stone’ 
network) to better support those of you who 
raise money for this important cause. If you want 
to get more involved in your local community to 
raise funds for SSN’s projects, please get in touch. 
We would love to hear from you. 

We have some very exciting plans for 2013, and 
can’t wait to get started. As the year progresses, 
I hope to get to know some of you better, and to 
hear your ideas. Please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with me at any time. 

All the best, Felicia

Felicia with some of our 
phonics puppets!

Dear Supporter,
After seven wonderful years at the 
helm of Stepping Stones Nigeria I have 
decided that it is now the right time 
for me to step down from the charity. 
As I am sure that you can imagine, 
this hasn’t been an easy decision but 
it is one that I feel is the right one for 
me and my young family.  It has been 
an amazing journey and, thanks to 
your support, we have been able to 
record a number of successes that 

other similar small charities could only ever dream of. Many children’s lives 
have been saved and positively changed, laws have been passed and massive 
changes in awareness and consciousness have taken place around the world 
due to the efforts of a small handful of people. I wish to thank you for making 
this possible. I leave the charity happy in the knowledge that I have given my 
absolute all to help the children of Nigeria over the years and with a sense of 
great pride in what we have achieved. 

I will now be looking to apply my skills elsewhere by establishing a new social 
enterprise - the Witchcraft and Human Rights Information Network – which 
will provide an information service and training to practitioners. Please see the 
facebook group for more of an insight. The website – www.whrin.org – will 
be launched later in the year. Naomi and I also plan to move to Portugal in 
2013 so that we can get some much needed respite from the rain and, most 
importantly, spend more time with our young daughters before the chance 
passes us by. 

The management of the charity will now rest with the newly appointed Chief 
Operating Officer – Felicia Willow. Felicia is a human rights lawyer with a 
wealth of experience in this field. Part of Felicia’s role is to develop a new 
strategic plan for the charity for 2013-2015. I have every confidence in her 
ability to manage the charity and hope that you will continue to support the 
charity so that we will be able to save and transform the lives of more children 
in the Niger Delta. 

Of course, I will still remain as an ambassador 
and advisor to the charity and look forward 

to continuing to support Stepping Stones 
Nigeria’s amazing work.  It has genuinely 

been a huge privilege and humbling 
experience to have received such 
outstanding support from kind people 
like you over the years and I hope that 
you equally share a sense of pride 
in what your support has helped 
achieve. 

With sincere thanks and best wishes 
for the future,

Gary

Gary and Naomi with friends in Nigeria
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In this issue, we say Goodbye and Good Luck to Gary Foxcroft, one of our  
 Co-Founders, and Welcome to Felicia Willow, our new Chief Operating Officer.



Visit to Nigeria – A trip 
report from Advocacy 
Programme Manager, 
Emilie Secker
I visited Nigeria in October and November 
and was very excited to see the fantastic 
work being done by our partners the Basic 
Rights Counsel Initiative (BRC) and the 
Centre for Environment, Human Rights and 
Development (CEHRD) on our Niger Delta 
Child Rights Watch Project. This project 
has documented over 100 cases of child 
rights abuse, including accusations of child 
witchcraft, abandonment, rape, violence, 
and neglect. It has supported the children to 
access medical care and counselling, and is 
providing free legal advice so their cases can 
go to court. 

It was truly heartbreaking to meet some 
of the children supported by this project 
and hear what had happened to them, 
but thankfully our partners are providing 
absolutely vital services and these children 
have been able to get the help and support 
they need. 

The whole SSN team would like to send its 
congratulations to James and Ese Ibor of BRC 
whose first child, daughter Lehweetu, was 
born earlier this year! 

Puppet Project 

We must say a huge thank 
you to all our existing and new 
supporters who have been busy 
knitting lots of hand puppets to 
use in our Read and Write Now 
project. After putting the call out last 
year, we didn’t know what to expect, 
but we have been thrilled to receive all 
the little bundles that have been coming 
in – including a large package full of puppets but 
with no sender information (so if that is you please 
do get in touch).  Novice knitters and experienced knitters have helped, and there 
have been experiments with colours, wool and accessories, yet all are remarkably 
loved and we are continuing to send them out to all the new schools trained in the 
synthetic phonics reading and writing method. With teachers now trained in 700 
schools, these puppets are still a much needed classroom resource helping to effect 
change directly – so for all those knitting hobbyists, if you haven’t already done so, 
get in touch with Lisa (l.atkinson@steppingstonesnigeria.org) to get copies of your 
patterns today!

“Jolly Phonics is a read 
and write miracle worker”

This is a quote from one of the recent attendees 
at SSN’s August training of 2,800 teachers in Cross 
River State. Fully funded by the state government, 
the training event was hailed as being “extremely 
well organised and delivered” by the Cross River 
State Universal Basic Education Board. 

SSN has delivered the Read and Write Now 
project successfully in Akwa Ibom state since 

2010, and is now about to start a new two-year project in Cross River state. SSN 
is now waiting for the final go-ahead from the state government to start the full 
project, which will see thousands of teachers trained in the highly effective synthetic 
phonics teaching techniques. SSN’s experience in Akwa Ibom has demonstrated that 
the synthetic phonics techniques have a staggering impact on child literacy rates, and 
is keen to expand the project as far as possible.  

SSN’s experience in Akwa Ibom has demonstrated that synthetic phonics can have a 
staggering impact on child literacy rates, with children who previously could hardly 
read a word now reading simple texts. A full evaluation and videos of our work in 
Akwa Ibom can be found on our website.

Emilie with SYDRI, a Calabar-based organisation which 
supports street children, many of whom have been 
accused of witchcraft. Emilie visited their shelter in 
Calabar and met the boys and their ‘mummy’, Dr Esther 
Onoyomita. SSN is currently exploring the potential to 
support SYDRI with much needed essentials, such as 
food and medicine, and a new kitchen roof.

Ese and Lehweetu

Thanks to Advocates for 
International Development (A4ID),

who have helped SSN to access free legal advice from 
top law firms in the UK and Nigeria to ensure we meet 
our legal obligations under charity and company law. 

A4ID – you are a Stepping Stone! 



Sue and Holly’s arts and crafts fair

Grace Udua, the Head Teacher at 
the Stepping Stones Model School, 
accepting the blanket

Team Awesome

Heather and Louise

Thanks to our 
“Stepping Stones”
SSN couldn’t run without the support of wonderful 
people in the community who raise money for our 
work. A couple of examples follow. 

A massive thank you to Sue and Hannah in Stourbridge, 
who ran a wonderful Arts and Crafts day followed by a 
music evening, raising over £530! 

Thanks to our Teacher Training Officer Louise Gittins 
and Heather Brooks, who raised over £700 by running 
the Preston Marathon! 

Thanks to ‘Team Awesome’, who raised over £1,000 
through the Keswick 2 Barrow walk! 

Thanks also to Helen Botock-Smith, who kindly donated 
some beautiful home-made blankets made by her 
mother for the Stepping Stones Model School sick bay.

And, of course, a huge thank you to every last one of 
you who continue to support SSN during these tough 
financial times. You are all Stepping Stones!

You could own a piece of 
history – and help Nigerian 
children at the same time!

From 6th to 13th December, 
SSN will be auctioning off 
through eBay the stunning 
Superstition Quilt, created by 
Lancaster-based artist, Hilli 
McManus. The beautiful piece 
of art, made in cotton and silk, 
was commissioned by Green 
Close Studios as part of their 
Lancashire Witches 400 project, 
which aimed to commemorate 
the memory of those who 
suffered from witchcraft 
accusations in the past. The 
quilt was created through a 
series of workshops led by 

Hilli. The workshops explored ideas of scapegoating and issues surrounding 
witchcraft in the past and present day. Each panel contains an image of a 
cultural superstition created in cold wax batik by the people from across 
Lancashire. Although each square is edged in green (the main colour of the 
Nigerian flag), the majority of the quilt is in monochrome. Hilli says: “This 
visual inspiration was taken from an image of an antique Nigerian textile 
and the use of bold block printing in the 16th Century. The two visuals are 
married for this piece.” 

After a number of highly creative workshops, Hilli designed and sewed 
together the quilt. This amazing piece of artwork was exhibited recently at 
the Platform Gallery, Clitheroe, and Green Close Studios have now donated 
the quilt to raise funds for Stepping Stones Nigeria. Hilli says: “Regularly 
working as an Artist in education, I’m very aware of how disaffected 
people can become if they’re faced with a rigidly historical approach. Using 
‘superstitions’ as a springboard, I found a way to inform people of the work 
of Stepping Stones Nigeria.” Hilli McManus

You can bid for the quilt through ebay by following this link:  
http://donations.ebay.co.uk/charity/charity.jsp?NP_ID=28812 or  
Google ‘Ebay Stepping Stones Nigeria’.

Bidding opens at 2pm on Thursday 6 December and will close at 2pm on 13th December. 
The highest bidder will receive the quilt – assuming the reserve is met - and the full amount 
will be donated to Stepping Stones Nigeria.

Community Fundraiser Network
Do you want to get more involved with SSN? Then join our Community 
Fundraiser Network!

You’ll receive ideas and plans for how to go about 
running fundraising events in your area, and 

you’ll have the support of our Fundraising 
Officer Lisa whenever you need it. We’ll 
provide you with ideas for publicising 
your event, help you access donations 
and other free support in your area, and 
will link you up with other Community 
Fundraisers so that you can share ideas 
and successes. 

For more details, email Lisa at l.atkinson@
steppingstonesnigeria.org



The voice of the children – 
SSN and child parti cipati on

SSN is very keen to do more to involve the 
children of the Niger Delta in the decisions 
that aff ect them– a concept called child 
parti cipati on. As part of this, SSN has been 
working on a research project with the 
University of Sheffi  eld called ‘Facilitati ng 
Parti cipatory Approaches with Children in the 
Niger Delta’. The project aimed to fi nd out 
how children and child rights organisati ons 
in the Niger Delta understand children’s right 
to parti cipati on, and what opportuniti es 
children have to parti cipate. A researcher, 
Samuel Okyere, travelled to Nigeria in June 
to collect data, and then returned in October 
with the project leader, Afua Twum-Danso, 
and SSN’s Emilie Secker, to disseminate the 
fi ndings and deliver training to local groups. 
Part of the project involved the children 
fi lming themselves talking about their rights, 
which has now been turned into a DVD and 
will be sent to the UN next year. This project 
has produced some extremely interesti ng and 
useful data and the project report and the DVD 
will be available on the SSN website soon! 

Thank you to the University of Sheffi  eld 
Collaborati ve R&D and Partnership Scheme for 
funding this project, and a huge thank you to 
Afua and Sam for all their hard work. 

Joshua, who won the Sheffi  eld 
Project’s Best Drawing Competi ti on

Henriett a, who won the Sheffi  eld 
Project’s Best Essay Competi ti on

Never quite know what to get for Great-Uncle George for Christmas? 

Was your sister unimpressed by the stuff ed iguana you gave her last year? 
Then why not consider gift ing one of SSN’s Christmas gift  cards? You can 
buy them on our brand new ebay shop, or just call Lisa on 01524 849 
158 and she’ll sort it out. You’ll receive the card in the post (or sent 
directly to the recipient), and the money will go direct to SSN’s 
partner schools to support children who are vulnerable to 
being accused of witchcraft . 

£7 provides fi ve children with sandals to protect their 
feet as they walk to school.

£12 provides a child with a sports uniform, helping them to grow in confi dence, 
learn about teamwork and perform bett er at school.

£25 provides a child with text books, 
exercise books, pencils, pens and 
crayons for a whole school year.

£40 sponsors a child to school for a 
term, including fees, uniforms, books, 
pencils and other costs. 

£120 sponsors a child to school for 
a full year, including fees, uniforms, 
books, pencils and other costs.

Contact Us

24 St Leonard’s House
St Leonard’s Gate
Lancaster LA1 1NN, UK

T: +44 (0)1524 849 158
E: info@steppingstonesnigeria.org

 like us on facebook

 follow us on twitt er

Patrons: 
Sir Tim Lankester
Dr Owens Wiwa
Dr Comfort Momoh MBE

www.steppingstonesnigeria.org
www.makeapact.org

Stepping Stones Nigeria is a 
registered charity in England 
and Wales – 1112476

Christmas gift cards
We are trying to reduce our offi  ce 
costs by sending our newslett ers 
electronically and only printi ng in 

black and white when we have to. If 
you have not yet provided us with your 
email address, please send it to info@
steppingstonesnigeria.org, so that we 

can ensure you conti nue to receive 
the newslett er electronically.

Welcome to our new 
Fundraising Offi  cer, 
Lisa Atkinson!


