
Stepping Stones Nigeria has come a long way since we were first 
established five years ago. In 2005, it was merely a dream for the 
founders of SSN, Gary and Naomi Foxcroft, that the organisation’s 
work would now be bringing real change to thousands of children 
in the Niger Delta, be influencing key organisations such as 
governments and the UN and be recognised as a leading charity 
working in this region.  Much of this success is thanks to the 
hard work, passion and commitment of the Nigerian partner 
organisations with whom we work. Their dedication to fight for 
the rights of children remains our inspiration.  Our work would 
also not have been possible without the ongoing support of our 
wonderful supporters. We would like to say a huge thank you to 
all our fundraisers, donors and campaigners for helping us to make 
a huge difference to the lives of disadvantaged children in Nigeria 
and we sincerely hope you will continue to join us in our efforts 
until together, we have ensured that every child in the Niger Delta 
has access to their basic rights.

Stepping Stones Nigeria (SSN) is a grassroots 
charity dedicated to supporting the rights of 
vulnerable and exploited children such as the so-
called child ‘witches’ and ‘wizards’ of the Niger 
Delta. Working with local partner organisations we 
deliver education, refuge, healthcare and hope for 
a brighter future. Through advocacy and research 
we passionately campaign at a local, national and 
international level to put a stop to the abuse of 
innocent children.

Our vision is a world where every child is free. By 
focusing our efforts in the Niger Delta we hope 
to establish an effective model to eradicate the 
stigmatisation of children as ‘witches’ and ‘wizards’, 
inspiring and supporting others elsewhere in similar 
circumstances.
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Working with the Oron Union Cultural Troupe several theatre performances 
have already been put on in schools and local communities. Each event has 
been attended by over 200 people and has used a carefully developed play 
to promote the Child Rights Act and highlight the legal consequences of 
accusing a child of witchcraft. Attendees have responded very positively to 
the performances. 

SSN recently launched Operation Enlightenment - a widespread public awareness raising campaign in Akwa Ibom State. 
Over the coming months, this initiative will use a wide range of innovative media tools including films, TV and radio 
adverts, music concerts and drama performances in order to educate community members, traditional rulers, teachers 
and children on the problems associated with child witchcraft accusations; mobilise community support for child rights 
protection and discourage the branding of children as ‘witches’. Here are a few of the exciting activities that are part of 
this project and are already underway: 

‘Having watched this drama and knowing that calling children witches is not 
good and is illegal according to the Child Rights Act, we will not participate in 
calling children witches and will spread the message in our homes and villages. 
Thank you SSNCEF for choosing our school for the drama’.
Head Boy of Community Secondary School in Esit Eket, June 2010

SSN has worked with two upcoming musicians to produce our first ever music album and 
video. The CD, which is being distributed widely for free throughout the Niger Delta region, 
combines reggae, hip hop and local hi-life style songs to send out a strong anti-child abuse 
message with a particular focus on combating the belief in so-called child witches. This will 
be followed up with a tour of all the local government areas in Akwa Ibom State. Once 
again, this initiative is the first of its kind in Nigeria and SSN believes that such creative media 
advocacy tools will bring about long-term change in the harmful beliefs and practices that 
lead to the abuse of innocent children.

Eno lives happily with her father, until one day he disappears in an accident. Her uncle says 
that she is a “witch” who has caused her father’s death. She goes through many struggles 
before moving in with other children who have also been called “witches” and have been 
sent away from home. This moving story, with moments of humour and sadness, shows how 
Eno uses courage and her imagination to make the best of a difficult situation. Young readers 
will be gripped while also learning about how an organisation such as SSN can help children 
in Eno’s situation. Copies are available online at Amazon for £4.99  with 50% of profits going 
to SSN. Please get in touch if you can help us to distribute them.

Two leading international human rights lawyers – Kirsty Brimelow and Hugh Davies – 
recently visited Nigeria with SSN to provide training and support to our Nigerian partners 
and legal advisors.  Meetings were also held with the Nigerian police force, Ministry of 
Justice, UNICEF and various embassies with a view to providing future training. 

SSN believes that the training of the judiciary, police and social welfare departments in 
child rights is crucial if we are to prevent the abuse of innocent children and ensure the 
full implementation of the Child Rights Act. As such we are delighted to be working with 
the Child Rights Unit of the Bar Human Rights Committee to develop partnerships that 
will enable this to take place in the near future.



SSN would like to say a huge thank you to the pupils and teachers at Swanmore College of Technology in Southampton, who have been raising lots of money for SSN and have also made 40 sock puppets to help newly trained teachers in Nigeria to teach their pupils how to read and write. 

In June, SSN launched the Niger Delta Child Rights Project in collaboration with our new partner - the 
Centre for Environment, Human Rights and Development (CEHRD), a Nigerian NGO based in Port Harcourt. 
CEHRD have many years of experience in documenting and investigating human rights abuses in the Niger Delta.
This exciting new project aims to protect and promote child rights through investigating, documenting and monitoring 
cases of abuse in several states within the Niger Delta. There is currently a huge lack of data on the nature and scope 
of child rights abuse within this region. By providing this detailed information, this project will both help to secure 
successful prosecutions of the perpetrators of abuse within Nigeria and will provide information for use in international 
litigation. It will therefore assist our ongoing activities to improve the capacity and willingness of the Nigerian authorities 
to effectively pursue cases of child rights abuse.  The project will also help to raise awareness of child rights in the Niger 
Delta and how they are protected under Nigerian and international law.

Over 40 per cent of the children who attend the Stepping 
Stones Model School (SSMS) receive scholarships. Victor is 
one of these lucky few. Now nine years old and in primary 
three, Victor was one of the many children who were fortunate 
to start their education at SSMS when the school first opened 
in 2006. Despite a football injury when he was younger, which 
resulted in one of his legs being amputated, Victor continues to live 
life to the full.
According to Victor he enjoys learning many things at SSMS including English language, mathematics, social studies 
and his favourite – religious studies.  Like all of the children at SSMS, Victor has great hopes for his future. He personally 
aspires to be a doctor. Thanks to the generous support of SSN and our donors, we are able to cover the costs of tuition 
fees, uniforms, books and other essential school items for disadvantaged pupils living in the nearby area, thus ensuring that 
children like Victor are taking the first steps to making their dreams become reality.
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SSN is delighted to announce that two new dormitory 
blocks at the CRARN shelter have been built and are now 
providing a happy, safe and clean home to many of the 215 
children who are now seeking refuge at the centre. One of 
the blocks was funded and commissioned by UNICEF, and 
the other by SSN, thanks to generous support from the 
Hope Aid Charitable Trust.  

As numbers at the centre continued to rise on a daily basis 
throughout early 2009, conditions started to become 
extremely overcrowded. The new accommodation facilities 
are now much more spacious and have been decorated 
using colourful paints and bright lighting which the children 
love! With more space and clean facilities it is anticipated 
that the health status of the children living in the new 
dormitories will significantly improve. SSN also continues 
to provide CRARN with much needed funds and skills to 
ensure that they can maintain their hugely important work 
which includes: meeting the immediate needs of children 
in their care; undertaking vital reunification efforts and 
advocating for children’s rights.

Our Read and Write Now Initiative is moving forward 
in leaps and bounds. The aim of this two year project is 
to train all of Akwa Ibom’s State school teachers in the 
use of synthetic phonics in order to raise literacy levels. 
The following have been achieved by SSN in the past few 
months: 

3 Children’s Story Books Written: these have been 
written and illustrated specifically with Nigerian 
children in mind. Enough copies have been printed so 
that every primary one class in Akwa Ibom may have 
12 copies each.
40 Nigerian Trainers Trained: thanks to extensive 
training delivered in Lagos in July 2010 by Susan Lloyd, 
the author of Jolly Phonics, a bank of over 40 skilled 
Nigerian Jolly Phonics trainers has now been created.
1400 State School Teachers Trained: almost all of 
Akwa Ibom State’s primary school head teachers, 
and primary one and primary two teachers have now 
received three days of training in the use of synthetic 
phonics. This was made possible with the moral and 
financial support offered by the Akwa Ibom State 
Government Ministry of Education.
120,000 Jolly Phonics Pupil Workbooks Delivered: This has 
been made possible thanks to a very generous donation from 
Jolly Learning Ltd.  In addition, SSN has also created various 
materials to provide further support to teachers. 



Feeling inspired? Get in touch now for a copy of our fundraising pack for lots more 
ideas on how you can organise an event or take part in a challenge event to raise funds for SSN in the process. 
Call Natalie on 0845 313 8391 or email fundraising@steppingstonesnigeria.org

Over the last few months our fundraisers have been working hard to raise vital funds for SSN. Here’s what a few 
of them have been up to and some inspirational ideas that you may like to try yourself!

BRISTOL STEPS OUT
On 11th September, Bristol 
stepped out in style to 
raise an incredible £13,600 
for SSN. Heidi Fanson, 
Alie Fanson and Chris 
Constantinou worked 
incredibly hard to organise 
the ball which included 
a three-course meal, 
entertainment, an auction 
and a raffle. They sourced 
some amazing prizes 
including an original model 
of the famous TV character 
Morph which sold for 
a staggering £3,000! 
Congratulations and thank 
you to everyone involved.

LIVERPOOL - CHESTER 
CYCLE  SSN would like 
to say well done and a 
huge thank you to John 
& Marje Summerfield 
for completing a round 
trip cycle from Liverpool 
to Chester and back. 
The couple successfully 
completed the 54 mile ride 
raising £872 in the process.

NORTHERN STARS 
SHINE  The Northern 
Stars initiative involved 
seven girls aged 12-13 
from the RECLAIM North 
Manchester Girls’ project.  
In the last six months 
the girls have organised 
a sponsored walk and 
made and sold jewellery 
to raise over £500 for 
SSN. Through raising funds 
the girls learnt about 
their peers in Nigeria and 
were also able to build 
their own confidence and 
leadership skills. Well done 
girls!

EVEREST BASE CAMP
Earlier this year, one of our 
more intrepid adventurers 
hiked to Everest Base 
Camp to raise valuable 
funds for SSN. The 
challenge, which he claims 
was probably one of the 
hardest things that he 
has ever done raised over 
£2,000. Thank you Phil for 
your amazing efforts.

The SSN team would like to congratulate Gary Foxcroft, 
co-founder and programme director of the charity, who 
was one of the winners of the 2010 Alternative Rich List 
Award! Well done Gary. Thank you for your continued 
inspiration to us all and thank you to everyone who voted.

We are appealing for our supporters to help our work by 
donating old, functioning, mobile phones and chargers to 
SSN so that we can then pass them onto families 
in need on the ground in Nigeria. We would be 
grateful if you could post them to the address 
below.

SSN would like to say a huge thank you to our volunteers 
and interns who generously contribute their time to make 
much of our day-to-day office work possible. We are also 
continually grateful to the many organisations that provide 
their services at reduced or no cost, thus ensuring more of 
our funds can directly benefit the lives of children in the 
Niger Delta. Special thanks go to: Virgin Atlantic, Virgin 
Trains, Murphy Shipping, NP IT Services, Aussiecom.com, 
DMB Creatives and the Bar Human Rights Committee.   

We would also like to express our gratitude to the following 
funding bodies who have generously supported our work 
over recent months: Akwa Ibom State Government 
Ministry of Education, Comic Relief, Virgin Unite, Jolly 
Learning and Hope Aid Charitable Trust.
 

      The PACT coalition is a network of organisations who work together 
to promote and realise the aims of the PACT (Prevent Abuse of Children Today) campaign. We are inviting 
human rights, students, faith-based, diaspora and community groups to join this coalition and fight 
against the abuse of children’s rights within Nigeria and across the world. We will support coalition 
members to hold events, distribute materials and advocate for the rights of children, as well as raising 
awareness about the key challenges of accusations of witchcraft against children and child trafficking. If 
your organisation would like to join the PACT coalition please contact campaigns@steppingstonesnigeria.org  
or see www.makeapact.org for more information.
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