
Safe Child Africa  

RE: Response to recent interest in our work with ‘child-witches’  

 

Safe Child Africa has been working to protect children abused or at risk of abuse 

from child-witchcraft accusations since 2006.  

The situation is both distressing and complex. There are many reasons children 

are being accused of witchcraft in Nigeria. Often it results from misfortune in the 

family or community, such as a breakdown of a marriage or a relative’s death or 

illness.  Problems in life are frequently believed to have a spiritual origin and 

tragically the blame can be placed on child ‘witches’.  This belief cuts across all 

tiers of society: whilst we respect the right to hold spiritual beliefs, no child 

should live in fear of abuse or violence as a result. Sadly there are very few 

people to stand up, protect and defend these children.  Safe Child Africa works 

with local partners to fight this abuse.  

Meet Precious:  

Precious has been through a lot for an 11 year old child. Following her father's 

death and her mother's illness, she was accused of being 'spiritually responsible' 

for her family's misfortune. At the time Precious was just 4 years old.  

As a result her mother abandoned her. Precious was cared for in a community 

home: for the next 7 years she was regularly subjected to sexual violence and 

endured further abuse in attempts to ‘remove’ evil spirits. Precious told us her 

abusers would always call her a witch during the assaults.  

Precious said that she was so scared that she admitted to being a witch in 

the hope that they would stop beating and abusing her. 



Safe Child Africa was made aware of Precious' ordeal in July 2014, and has since 

helped her to rebuild her life. Precious is now living in the safety of a caring host 

family and is enjoying a fresh start in school. We have also reached out to her 

mother, challenging her beliefs and we hope that one day she will begin to 

rebuild her relationship with Precious. 
 

**** 

  

Safe Child Africa protects and empowers some of the world’s most 

vulnerable children, including many victims of witchcraft accusations. By 

standing up for their rights and providing protection, healthcare and 

access to education we’re giving these kids the future every child deserves.  

If a child is branded a witch, they live in fear of being abused, tortured and even 

executed. And four in five of them will be made homeless, often because they’ve 

been abandoned by their parents. This will then put them at greater risk of other 

dangers in the area, such as trafficking, kidnapping and gang violence.  

No one should have a childhood like this – and we’re one of the only 

international charities working on the ground to stop it. 

Our achievements include changing laws, starting orphanages, opening schools 

and helping more than 1 million kids read and write. And with our supporters 

and partners, we’ll continue doing everything we can so that these kids are 

protected, feel safe, happy and hold their futures in their hands. 

Further contact: 

Rick Jones, Director 

0161 6370 650 



rick@safechildafrica.org  

www.safechildafrica.org 
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